
 

 

Counting down the 
days to re-opening! 

 
 
Newsletter 2021/1 (April) 
General, Literary Lounge, The Children’s Section 

We’re looking forward to re-opening our doors on 12th April! Thank you to everyone who has braved the 
weather for ‘click and collect’ in recent months but nothing beats a good browse and we can’t wait to invite 
customers beyond the threshold! We’ve had fun restocking the shelves and our fiction table is groaning with 
new titles. 
There’s been something of a change since the last newsletter: in case you have not heard, Richard retired from 
Barnett’s in January, after over 25 years. The January edition of Focus contained a lovely send-off - suffice to 
say, Richard’s contribution to Barnett’s and to Wadhurst is considerable and long-lasting.  
After years of helping out in the shop, Alison has stepped up to take Barnett’s on – hopefully you will find the 
same friendly, informed service!  

Please update your subscription to this newsletter by clicking on the links below, if you have not done so recently. That will help us remain legally compliant 
following the change of ownership and will make sure you get the news that interests you most 

 

 
 

A facelift for Barnett’s 

We have made the most of the opportunity of lockdown to give Barnett's (listed) 
home some well-deserved TLC and we are delighted with the outcome so far: 

 We have given the main shop a lick of paint, a new oak floor, new lighting 
and had the original Victorian name re-painted.  

 We had to repair a large part of the floor in the children's section, and so 
we took the opportunity to introduce new shelving in the children's 
section (see below) 

 We are undertaking roof repairs to preserve the frontage to the High 
Street (and stop water pouring in upstairs!). Apologies for any disruption 
from our scaffolding... 

 We have re-organised and updated the stock whilst retaining the 
interesting and varied range of categories for which the shop is known. If 
you can't find what you want, please ask - though you can also try to work 
out the categories from the pictures above each shelf… 

 We still continue to stock bright and beautiful greetings cards and 
stationery, too!  

 



 
 

News from the  
children’s section 

 

 

Instilling a love of reading in children is very much at the heart of what 
we are about and the much-loved children’s section at Barnett’s is 
bursting with new titles and old favourites. 
 
We’ve redesigned the layout to bring all our fiction together in a new 
“wall of fiction” (although we’ve kept a special place on their own 
bookcase for the younger readers) and increased our offering of 
baby/toddler books and all important gift books. 
 
Our new, specially-commissioned furniture showcases our fantastic 
selection of picture books and activity books and highlights our 
selection of history, nature, music, art and other exciting books for 
children.  
 
The cosy cubby remains a place where little ones can sit and explore 
our books and we hope that the children enjoy the other new touches - 
dinosaurs, cuckoo clock, the fun world map, and even (if he agrees to 
join us), Jasper in the back room (see below…) 
 
Our loyalty card scheme continues – children can pick up a new card 
and get a stamp for every £5 they spend in the shop, with £5 off once 
10 stamps have been collected. 

  
  



Literary Lounge – watch this space… 
Just a quick note to highlight that we very much hope to recommence the series of “Literary Lounges” that 
Barnett’s has become known for. We are already making plans (conscious that we are all emerging, blinking, 
from lockdown) and we will be in touch once we have a firm date for the diary.  
In the medium term, we would also like to present a wider range of events in the shop – once restrictions lift 
and once the rest of the building is in good shape to receive guests! If you have any suggestions, we’d be very 
happy to hear them. 

 

Introducing the Barnett’s “team” 
We thought it might be helpful to put faces to names and give you a bit of background on the current Barnett’s 
team, new and old. 

 

Alison 
After volunteering in the shop for a day a week for the past six years, Alison has 
succumbed to the charms of Barnett’s and is now looking forward to maintaining 
Barnett’s place at the heart of the community. 
With a background in history, modern languages, environmental law, literacy 
coaching and school governance, and with two teenagers and a husband with 
varied reading tastes, we hope Alison can help find the right book for you! 

 

Jenny  
Joining the team in 2021, with a background in journalism, Jenny brings the 
lifelong passion for reading of an English graduate. Her knowledge of children's 
books reflects her own experience of finding good reads for her three sons.  
 

 

Annabel 
Many of our customers know Annabel, who has been a constant presence in 
Barnett’s over the years. Annabel is a keen writer who hopes one day to be a 
published children’s author. We were very happy that she has agreed to continue 
to help out in Barnett’s for a day a week.  

 

Jasper 
Jasper, it has to be said, is not a great reader – though he’d be willing to give it a 
go if it meant he got some attention. He is a very friendly old dog and we hope 
he will get as comfortable in the store room at Barnett’s as he is on his armchair. 
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